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MOROCCO. 
MOGADOR. 


Consul Payton to the Marquis of Salisbury. 


My Lord, Mogador, April 23, 1889. 
I nave the honour to transmit, herewith, my General Commercial 
Report and Tables of Statistics for the year 1888. 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) COAS. A. PAYTON. 


Report on the Trade, Commerce and Navigation of the District of Mogador 
for the Year 1888. 


Surprinc ano NAVIGATION. 


One of the most satisfactory features in the shipping returns of the No wreck. 
port of Mogador, for 1888, is the total absence of wrecks or other 
maritime disasters. 

The general carrying trade, performed chiefly by the English and General earzy- 
French sieamers of the established lines, shows the somewhat increased ing trade. 
activity cummensurate with agricultural prosperity, and in the grand Inereased 
total of exports and imports amounting to 371,851L Great Britain has 2°4"1%- 
the satisfactory share of 278,704L, being in advance of the figure for Share of Great 
1887 by 41,0387. Britain. 

In consequence of the quantity of agricultural produce, such as Sailing vessels. 
grain and oil, for shipment, the port was visited by 13 sailing ships—of 
which only three were British, the remainder being under the Swedish. 

German, Spanish, Danish, and Portuguese flags. 

My attention has again been called to the difficulty of procuring Bills of health. 
proper bills of health at the port of Itzchoe on the Elbe, in consequence Itzehoe. 
of which a British schooner arriving thence, had some trouble in 
obtaining pratique here. 

Some loss to the French carrying trade, represented by the steamers French carry 
of Messrs. N. Paquet et Cie of Marseilles, was caused by the temporary ing trade. 
interruption, towards the end of the year, of communications with the |, 

Canary Islands; any vessels from those islands being rejected from paises 

Moorish ports in consequence of an outbreak of yellow fever at La Sommunica. 

Palma, otherwise known as “Santa Cruz de la Palma,” or “ Palma tions with 

Chica,” and often confounded by outsiders with Las Palmas, the chief Canary 

town of the much larger island of Grand Canary. Islands. 
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The steamers of the Spanish “Compaiia Trasatlantica” continued 
their sailings to this coast, going on to the Canaries, Fernando Po, &c. 
Some of them are too large to enter the shallow bay of Mogador, which 
cannot with safety admit vessels drawing over 19 feet of water. But 
the smaller boats which do come in generally remain only a few hours, 
and do not appear to take any noticeable amount of cargo. They 
have recently made a bid for some of the freight taken by Messrs. 
Paquet’s steamers for Marseilles, but only, I understand, on the same 
terms as the old established French line. 

‘The hull of this wreck (the French steamer burned through explosion 
of petroleum in !887, as recounted in my last report) has not been 
removed or broken up; but remained during the year submerged, at the 
ordinary steamer anchorage, forming an obstacle and a source of 
danger to navigation, and masters of several sailing ships have noted 
protests in respect of it. Its position has been marked by buoys, 
which have been repeatedly carried away in heavy weather and 
required r2placing. (Af the time of writing no buoy is visible at high 
tide.) 

According to soundings taken in October last. this iron hull lay a 
little inside (N.E.) of the ordinary steamer anchorage, its head bearing 
N.W. by N. Gnagnetic). At low tide there were only three feet of 
water on the highest part of the hull (over engines amidships), while 
all around the wreck the low water depth was about three and a half 
fathoms. These observations suflice to show the danger of such an 
obstruction in a totally unlighted bay, with only a small extent of 
water available for the anchorage of vessels. 

The brave Moor who, as mentioned in my last report, swam off to 
the wreck of the Swedish brig * Svalan” on November 5. 1857, at great 
risk io his own life, and brought ashore the line by means of which 
the caytain and crew were rescued, received a well-meri¢ed medal from 
the Swedish Government in recognition of his services. 

As sailing vessels frequently come here in ballast, it is worthy of 
mention that the throwing over of ballast at the ships’ anchoraze is 
prohibited under heavy penalties, and the stuff is removed by the port 
authorities in Government lighters, for which service the charge is 
somewhat heavy. 

It is generally arranged for a lump sum, say about 4/. for 60 or 70 
tons of ballast.—larger or smaller quantities by arrangement in propor- 
tion. Masters who have been accustomed to pay 10d. to 1s. per ton in 
European ports naturally grumble at this rate. 

When several vessels have been in the bay together, some delay 
has been caused in discharging and loading by insufliciency of lighters, 
and I am glad to observe that two new lighters are now being built. 

‘These craft carry, according to the condition of the half mile of sea 
which they have to traverse between the water-port and the anchorage, 
about 5 to $ tons of merchandise, taking in smooth weather, for in- 
stance, 80 to 100 bags of grain averaging about 175 |b. 

At the other ports in my district, Safi, Mazayan, and Casablanca, 
where there have been very large quantities of grain (beans and maize) 
for shipment—causing an agglomeration of shipping in excess of the 
capabilities of the ports with reference to lighterage and other matters— 
very great detention has been experienced during the past winter, both 
by steamers and sailing craft, and skippers have had to pay heavy 
sums in demurrage. 

No foreign men-of-war visited Mogador waters during the year 
1888, nor have there been any yachts to report. 


a 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


MOGADOR. 3 


CoMMERCE. 


The general trade, as foreshadowed in the preceding shipping re- Improvement 
turns, shows the improvement which is the natural result of the in trade. 
increased production consequent on the abundant rains of the winter Abundant 
season 1887-88, which were so copious as to send down our little river Winter rain- 
Wad Kseb in repeated heavy opates, and to cause in the rural districts fall, 


considerable local damage, and some loss of life. Moods. 
Thus the total trade of the year amounts to 371,851/. against Total trade of 
362,2122. in 1887. 1888 and 


Great Britain, as usual, has the lion’s share of this amount, 1887. 
278,74L—or if we include Gibraltar’s 4,8042, 283,5082, over three- English share. 
quarters of the gross total. 

France comes next with 67.3312; while Germany claims 2,990/ ; Other coun- 
Spain, 4,602/. ; and the Morocco Coast, 13,4202. tries. 

When we Icok, however, at the above gross amount, and reflect 
upon the large number of merchants, native and foreign, who have to 
derive their living from that turnover, it will readily be understood 
that the competition for such business as is to be done may often be so 
keen as to cause the margin of profit, both in buying and selling opera- 
tions. to he reduced to a minimam. 

French trade shows a continuing diminution, the above total, French trade. 
67,3312, being compared with 91,517 in 1987, and 196,1912 in 1586. 

This may be partly attributed to increased German and Belgian German and 
competition in sugar, candles, and other goods, sent mostly vii London, Belgian com- 
and therefore. to a certain extent, illusively swelling the returns of Petition. 
British commerce. 

The kumguishing condition of Spanish trade with this portion of Spanish trade. 
Morecco dues not appear to have received much stimulus from the 
visits of the steamers of the “ Compaitia Trasatlantica.” 

In spite of the great increase of activity which has recently been German trade. 
noticeable in the pushing of German trade, of the considerable 
encouragement which its development receives from the Government, 
and of the fact that German commercial travellers are frequently seen Traveilers. 
in North West Africa—whereas an English one is, indeed, a raraavis on 
this coast—there does not appear to be, at any vate at Mogador, much 
direct trade established with Germany; the only articles of direct 
importation in 188$ being sugar and lager beer. 

With referenze to German enterprise and push, the following 
extract from the “Gibraltar Chronicle” of March 19 is worthy of 
quotation : ~ 

“'fhe great interest which the Moorish Special Mission displayed, 
during its stay in Berlin, in German industry and commerce, seems to 
be bearing fruit in the shape of a closer commercial union between 
Germany and Morocco. A commercial expedition is being formed at 
Berlin. hich will soon leave for Morocco, under the guidance of a 
merchant well versed in Moorish affairs, in order to extend the market 
for German products. England will, therefore. have ‘to prepare for 
strony German competition in that part of Africa.” 

The activity in the shipment of maize and beans was considerable Grain trade. 
towards the end of the year, while, although barley and wheat were Shipment of 
plentiful in the neighbourhood of central and southern ports, and scarce wheat and 
and extremely dear at I'angier and in the uorth generally, their expor- ete pro- 
tation remained, as usual, prohibited; a partial favour in this respect ribited. 
having lately been granted in a special permission for shipment of Temporary 
wheat and barley coastwise, from port to port of the Moorish empire, E ceisonts 

: 5 $ y. 
for five months from February 2, 1889. 
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A principal condition of this concession was, as usual, the deposit 
of double duty by the shippers, to be returned on their production of 
certificates of landing of the grain at its (Moorish) port of destination. 

Permission for one year’s exportation of bones, granted in May 
last, which has not caused the shipment of much of this merchandise 
from Mogador, was accompanied by the condition that a medical man 
should examine each parcel shipped, and give his certificate that no 
human bones were contained therein. 

It may be of interest to glance now at some of the salient points 
of the alphabetical lists of imports and exports. 


Invorts. 


The first two articles on our import list, amber beads and bagging, 
show remarkably little fluctuation, the value of the amber, all from 
England, being precisely the same as in 1887, viz.: 1,200/., while the 
bagging (sacks and canvas for sack-making) for the grain shippers 
amounted to 700/., against 7801. in 1887. 

Beer shows 3152. from England, against 515/. in 1887, but to the 
former value must be added 1401, coming this year from Germany 
direct. As previously noticed, German light beers are rapidly sup- 
planting the heavier English ales on this market. 

A variety of marks of “lager beer,’ mostly of German, but some of 
English brewing, are received and retailed here at about Ss. per dozen. 

Brass plates show a considerable decrease in value, only 350/. from 
England, and 2507. from France, against a total of 2,3602 in 1887, when 
the market appeared to be overstocked. 

In this article, of which France had, so lately as 1886, the practical 
monopoly, we find the value of 1,160/. from England, against 6361, in 
1887; while France only contributed 3041. ayainst 568/. in 1887. 

Of this importation from England, the major part appears to be of 
English, but still a considerable quantity of German manufacture. 

The principal sorts of English and German candles bear trade marks 
of appearance, sufficiently similar to be easily confounded by native 
buyers, viz.: an orange-red Jabel on the blue packet. 

Cement from France, figures to the extent of 2281. 

Chemicals from England, to the value of 237/.; the principal were 
alum, copperas and sal ammoniac. 

The falling-off in cloth coming through England, but much of it of 
German manufacture, is very marked; the value being only 9502. against 
4,8002 in 1887. This is partly attributable to the Sultan’s Court not 
having been at Marakesh (Morocco City) during the year. 

This is an article of small but steady importation, the port receiving, 
in 1888, 600/. worth from England and 1842. from France. 

In manufactured cottons, as usual the great staple of our English 
trade, we find the satisfactory increase consistent with agricultural 
prosperity ; the value, including the indigo coloured * blue salempores” 
much appreciated in southern districts, amounting to 107,0002, aa. 
increase of 27,4401. over that. of the previous year. 

The market being. as mentioned in my last report, overstocked 
through wrecks in addition to the ordinary importation, we find in 1888 
only 40/. worth of Scandinavian deals coming through London. 

The falling-off in tne value of English earthenware continues, and is 
not accounted for by any increase of importation from France or 
Germany. 

In glass ware France appears to continue to hold the preference 
noticed in my last report, but the quantity of glass imported is not of 
great financial importance. 
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One of the principal items in this branch of trade consists of the 
small ornamental and, often, gilt tumblersin which the Moors drink the 
green tea which may be termed their national beverage. 

Some falling-off is apparent in hardware, the quantity from England Hardware. 
being valued at 2,0402, against 2,556. in 1887. 

These of South American origin, but coming mostly from England, tides 
form a steady and important item, the value being 5,1682 from England, 
and 2171. from France; against 5,664/. from Hngland, and 81. from 
France in 1887. 

The bar-iron this year appears again to be all of Swedish origin to Iron. 
the value of 2,1782, against. 3,718/. of Swedish, and 240/. of English 
make in 1887. 

In this small article France continues to have almost the monopoly, Mfatches. 
sending us 2751. worth of cheap wax matches, against 35/. from 
England; but it is noticeable that in 1887 they came entirely from 
France. 

The petroleum for lighting purposes, appears to have come this year Petroleum. 
principally from Spain, under which designation we must always include 
the Canary Islauds. 

Considerable use is made of this vegetable medicine by the natives ; Sarsaparilla. 
it came to the value of 80 from England, and 45/. from France. 

Cowrie-shells, used as “small change” in the southern interior, Shells. 
figure to the value of 401. against 60/. in 1887. 

Silk goods coming, as might be expected, mostly from France, again silks. 
show a slight falling-off, the value amounting to 1,100/. from France, 
and 40/. from England. 

That the moors of Southern Barbary appreciate highly spiced Spices. 
cookery, is shown by the importation of various spices (including 
cinnamon, cloves, mace, nutmegs, ginger, &c.) from England, to the 
value of 8811, and 6282. worth of pepper. 

In this important article, France would appear to be regaining the Sugar. 
ascendancy, which she formerly held in the market, sending us 14,6400. 
worth of loaf, against 4,826/. from England, and 2,850/. from Germany ; 
the corresponding figures in 1887 being, 10,4522 from France, 9,2171. 
from England, and 5,265/. from Germany. The total thus appeai's to be 
22,3162, against 24,9347. in 1887. 

In the great importation of tea England, as usual, maintains the Tea, 
monopoly, and che consumption of green tea,.so largely drunk by all 
‘classes, does not appear to have been affected to any appreciable extent 
by the absence of the Court from the southern capital (Morocco, or in 
the vernacular Jfardkesh); the value amounting to 15,350/., against 
15,7552. in 1887, 17,248/. in 1886, and 10,6502. in 1885. : 

Tin plates, from England, give the value of 179/.; in 1887, it was Tin plates. 
-420/. for tin plates and tin ware. 

In spite of the prohibition of the importation and sale of tobacco Tobacco. 
and other narcotics being still maintained, we find England credited 
with the value of 30/. of tobacco—probably all from Gibraltar. This 
may be accounted for by the fact, that residents are allowed by the 
customs authorities to pass tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes, in small 
quantities for their own use, but not ostensibly for sale. 

The demand for woollen goods frem England, seems to have been Woollen 
very small, the importation amounting to only 200/., against 960/. the goods. 
previous year. : 

The importation of specie appears considerable Specie. 
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Exports. 


Turning to the export list, we find a larger quantity of almonds,. 
viz., 1,088 tons, valued at 42,5582. ; against 35,955/. for 7982 tons in. 
1887. 50 tons only went to France, the whole of the rest to Great 
Britain. 

The shipment of barley to France, for account of the Moorish 
Government, appears to have entirely ceased from this port, at any 
rate, In 1888. 

Of beans, the quantity was considerable, totalling, between bags and 
and bulk, 13,075 quarters, valued at a little over 20s. a quarter. ‘These 
also went to Great Britain, with the exception of 16 quarters shipped 
to Spain. 

Beeswax gives a total of 120} tons, value 10,2422, an increase of 
nearly 4,000/. on that of 1887: but it is noticeable that whereas England 
received wax to the value of 4,5902 in that year, and France only 
1,785. it was divided in 1883 almost equally between England and 
France. 

The quantity of citrons was unusually small, only 239 casks, 
estimated at 9614, against 3,000 in 1887. All but five casks went 
to England. : 

The small grain appears to be attaining some importance i our 
export lists, no less than 214 tons having been exported to England, 
France, and Spain. to the aggregate value of 7082. It is also much 
used locally by both Moors and Jews, in cooking and confectionery. 

The weight of daies, shipped mostly to Spain (or Canary Islands) 
was almost the same as that of the cummin seed, but the value far 
inferior, only 3402. 

There is a further slight increase in the shipment, all to England of 
esparto grass. 

Of gum euphorbium, also to England, the value was 1102. against 
1362. in 1887. 

Coming to the very important item of goat skins, we find the total 
of 7,520 bales, estimated at 30,0791, against £9,172]. in 1887, -and 
63.898/. in 1886. 

This trade is especially a French one, but 7,232 dozen skins, valued 
at 4,339/, went to London by Messrs. Forwood’s steamers, mostly,.I 
understand, for transhipment to the United States. 

The falling-off in the general goat-skin trade is very remarkable, 
and may be attributable in some degree to increased shipments from 
other ports of skins which used to come chiefly from Mogador, and 
also to lower prices ruling at Marseilles. 

The various gums produced in the interior, or collected in the far 
south, and brought here by camel-caravans for shipment, give the large 
total of 38,0207, against 24,9102. in 1887. 

Of this total, we have 210/. for gum ammoniac, 14,4801. for sanda- 
rach, and 11,680/. for 73 tons of the valuable “ gum senegal,” or “ Sou- 
dan gun”—a novel feature in the year’s returns—the arrival of which 
caused considerable activity among Mogador purchasers of gums. A 
good deal of this is probably brought westward by caravans, instead 
of being sent to Egypt or Algeria, in consequence of the disturbed 
state of parts of the Soudan. 

Hair, from ox-tails, &c., calf-hides and ox-horns, form as usual 
comparatively unimportant items in our list of shipments. 

Maize, like beans, was exported in considerable quantities, 7,262 
quarters, valued at about 19s. per quarter, amounting to 6,8747., against 
4,324/. in 1887. From the northern ports of this district the quautity 
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was much larger. The bulk of the maize went to England; Spain (by 
which in this as in many other cases the Canary Islands should really 
be understood) taking 500 quarters, valued at 4501. 

1888 was again a rather poor oil year, the total shipments amount- ojive oi}, 
ing to 6044 tons, valued at 19,3402, against 27,7202. for 1887, and 
143,3241, in 1886. 

This is not owing so much to deficiency in the yield of oil as to low 
prices in Europe discouraging shipments, and I am informed that a 
good deal of oil has recently been purchased and stored at Mardkesh 
instead of being sent to the ports. 

Of the quantity shipped, England took 266 tons, France 118, Spain 
123, while 108 tons went to other ports of the Morocco coast, and 100 
to Gibraltar by French steamers. 

The quantity of orchella weed was 54 tons, valued at 1821. being Orchella 
68/. less than in 1887; the fluctuation in this article between Eugland weed. 
and Spain is curious, for in 1886 we find Great Britain taking the whole 
of the small quantity that was shipped, in 1887 it all seems to have 
gone to Spain, while in 1888 it appears to have been divided in almost 
equal shares between the two countries. 

Orris-root, another of our minor articles, gives 135/. for 74 tons, all Orris-root. 
to England, against 1620, for 9 tons, in 1887. 

OF peas, which are really chick-peas (also known as “ garbansos,” Peas. 
or “caravances”), the quantity was small, 355 quarters, valued at 
$50/7., most of which went to France. 

Five tons of this fragrant produce of the gardens of Mardkesh, Rose leaves. 
valued at 2007, were shipped during the year, all, with the exception of - 

5 ewt. to England, going to Marseilles. 

351 bags of sesame, valued at 5002, all went to France ; whereas, Sesame. 
of the quantity of 1887, England took 380 bags, France 105. 

There was a fair increase in the shipment of wool, always a small Wool. 
item for this port, the value amounting to 6502, of which England took 
550/., and France 1002., against a total of 1352. the previous year. 

The good supplies of produce naturally caused a great falling off in gyecie, 
shipments of specie, the total of money sent away being only 6,924., 
against 18,038/. in 1887. ; 

More than half the above quantity went to France, and, of the rest, 

1,655/. to England, 1602. to Spain, 8057. to the Moorish ports, 6540. to 
Gibraltar. 


Prices or GRAIN. 


The prices of grain and pulse continued to be affected by the Wheat and 
Moorish policy ef prohibiting the exportation of the chief staples, wheat barley _ 
ahd barley. Thus these ruled lower than in the previous year by 8s. maha 
and 5s. respectively, wheat averaging about 12s., and barley only about P7™ vie 
4s. per quarter, while the exportable articles, beans, peas and maize, Low prices. 
averaged respectively 12s., 16s. and 10s. per quarter, against 14s. 6d., Beans, peas, 
15s. and 10s. for 1887.. and maize. 

The above prices of wheat and barley are in striking disproportion Dispropor- 
to the heavy duty which, according to the Commercial Convention of tionate duty 
1856, would be leviable if the shipment of those cereals were per- ie wheat and 
mitted, viz., a dollar, and half a dollar per “strike fanega,” or respec- eae ’ 
tively 16s. and 8s. per quarter; the latter being the duty charged on 2” beans, 


; . eas and 
the exportable articles, beans, peas and maize. seg 
Freieuts. 


Steam freights to London and Marscilles were practically unchanged, Steam to 
those of the “Mersey Steamship Company,” whose contract with the London. 
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principal Mogador shippers was renewed in December for three years 
remaining at the old figure of 30s. per ton, 40s. being chargeable to 
outsiders, while the grain freight was made 3s. per quarter to signers 
of the contract, 3s. 6¢. to others. 

To Marseilles. © Messrs. Paquet’s steain freights for Marseilles remained, as quoted 
in my last report, at 44 fr. for goat-skins per 100 kilos., and 23 fr. per 
100 kilos. for oil, these being the two chief articles of the French trade. 


Sailing Sailing freights may be reckoned at 5s. 6d. to 7s. per quartern on 
freights for the “round voyage” for grain, and oil or other cargo at proportionate 
grain, &e. rates. 


Lanp TRANSPORT RATES. 


Camel hire. The hire of the “ships of the dessert,” which are the only means of 
transport for agricultural produce and heavy goods, remained practi- 
cally the same as in 1887, viz.: to Morocco 10s., Saffi 6s., Agadir 7s., 
Tarndant 12s. per camel, carrying about 4 cwt. 


CurrENCY AND EXCHANGE. 


ee of The local exchange of the dollar continued unchanged, at five 
* _ pesetas, or 125 ounces of floos. 

Premium on The premium on bills on London averaged about 3 per cent. during 

bills. the first half of the year; but, as the abundant agricultural produce 
began to come in, available for sending to European clieuts instead of 
remittances, the natural consequence of scarcity of cash and slight 
demand for paper was that bills rapidly fell to par, and were sometimes 
even taken at 1 per cent. discount. 


Tue Mecca PILGRIMAGE. 


Pilgrims and The accomplishment of this pilgrimage, which is,even in these 

thepilgrimage days of steam, a long and toilsome one, bestows that mark of religious 
respectability so much coveted by every pious Muslim, and enables him 
to prefix to his name the honoured designation of “ Hadj” or ‘“ Haj,” 
as it is spelt by some modern orientalists; either spelling quite failing 
to convey the correct sound, impossible to be given accurately in 
English letters, but very nearly resembling the French soft j. 

The pilgrimage is called the “ Hej.” 

Yearly In some years as many as four or five hundred pilgrims, mostly 

numbers. from the interior, start from Mogador for Mecca, viaé Alexandria, and 
similar numbers from other ports. 

Proper season, Lhe proper time for their departure is, as soon as possible after the 
great feast which joyfully celebrates the completion of the fasting 
month of Ramadan. 

This, like other Mohammedan feasts, is moveable, and occurs about 
eleven days earlier each year. The feast in 1889 will be in the first 
week of June. 

Passage The fare charged by the steamboat companies which convey the 

mouey. pious travellers—generally on deck or in the hold—is now about 

12 dol., or 48s. to Alexandria, whence fresh arrangements have to be 

made for the sea-transport to Jeddab, and then remains the land 

journey from the latter port to Mecca. 

The steambcat fares do not include provisions, and considerable 
hardship must be endured by many of the poorer pilgrims, who often 
sell nearly all their available goods and chattels to raise the, to them, 
large sum required for the passage. From the dirty condition of most 
of the pilgrims, they are by no means a favourite cargo either with 
officers and crews or with ordinary passengers. 


Hardships cf 
the journey. 
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A little trafficking is done by many of them on their return, in Trafficking on 
retailing to the faithful at home sundry little articles, such as small return. 
Indian and Oriental curiosities, scented aloe-wood and other incense 
from the holy city. 

The pilgrimage, from departure to return, may be accomplished in Time spent on 
about four months, though half a year may often be occupied on it. the pilgrim- 

A good many of the older and weaker pilgrims die on the road. age. 

In years of famine, or when there are reports of quarantine in the 
Kast, few or no pilgrims go, and when the time of the feast falls before 
the completion of harvest, but few of the rural population can get away 
from their agricultural occupations. 


FisHeries. 


The year 1888 was as remarkable as the preceding one for an ‘nother good 
abundance of large and valuable hook and line fish, and a corre- ye. 
sponding scarcity of sardines and other net fish. 

The large azlimzah—setwna aquila, the “maigre” of Iurope— Abundance of 
were caught in considerable numbers during a great part of the year, azlimzah. 
at anchorages varying from half a mile to four miles distance from the 
port, and seven to 24 fathoms in depth. 

The largest captures were made in the month of August, when it Great takes in 
was no uncommon thing fora boat to get from 30 to 60 of these great August. 
fish in a morning, and the most skilful or luckiest of the fishermen in 
a large boat once brought in 78, which, at an average weight of 30 
pounds (some being 60 or 70), would give considerably over a ton of fish. 

The market became so glutted that the price went down as low as Market 
twopence per fish, and offal accumulated at the fish market and in glutted. 
other parts of the town to such an offensive and dangerous extent 
that the Governor ordered that the big fish should be sold and cleaned 
outside the northern gate. 

This trouble, and the increased donkey-hire which had to be paid, A strike of 
caused a strike of fishermen, who found their hard labour unremunera- fishermen. 
tive and one day not a siugle boat went out, but the strike did not last 
long, and a modus vivendi wasarrived at by the fish being cleaned at the 
water-port on arrival. 

The general bait used in this fishing (performed with thick lines, Bait, the 
and hooks on double or sometimes treble-brass wire) was the octopus, octopus. 
skinned, and the consumption of these creatures during the height of 
the azlimzah season was so enormous that they became, as might be 
expected, exceedingly scarce. They were occasionally supplemented 
by sardines, shad, sand-smelts, and other fish. 

Many azlimzah were also caught near the surface in tasergelt- 
fishing, aud one of 501b. was killed by me on rod, running tackle, and 
an artificial bait. 

The more prized tasergelt, as was hoped for, again made their Return of the 
appearance in vast shoals, at a time which almost precisely coincided tasergelt. 
with that of their advent in the previous year, commencing about the 
end of August, being most plentiful in September and October, and dis- 
appearing by the end of the year. 

‘There were some large rises (seldom lasting much more than an Great rises. 
hour) of shoals of these savage and sporting fish, and the usual wild 
scenes of slaughter were enacted, with the short thick rods, wire lincs, 
and enormous hooks baited with strips of tasergelt-skin, or white rag. 

Two or three hundred of these fish, averaging about seven pounds, 
would sometimes be taken by a lucky boat in a short cruise. Among 
them were caught a few azlimzah and stray albicore, and many a rod 
was broken by the weight and strength of the latter. , 
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The flesh of the tasergelt being much esteemed, both by Moors and 
Jews, the price of these fish commencing when they were scarce at 10d. 
or 1s. each. never went so low in proportion as that of the azlimzah; 
I do not remember it being lower than 2d. for a 6 or 7-pound fish, while 
a 30 or 40-pound azlimzah would fetch only the same price. or even less. 

It is much to be regretted that these enormous food supplies could 
not. be utilised, by proper salting or other curing, for exportation, but 
there are no suitable appliances at present; and. in addition to the fact 
that the permission of the Moorish Government would have to be 
obtained, and might be refused, for a new article of export, any 
enterprising speculator would probably be deterred from the instal- 
lation of curing-works by the :eflection that the supply of the raw 
material might at any moment suddenly cease. 

For over a quarter of a century previous to 1887, the tasergelt 
shoals had only been a lamented glory of the past, an ‘oft-told tale” 
of grizzly-bearded fishermen, “Jaudatores temporis acti,” and for 
several vears [ had seldom seen more than tavo or three azlimzah in the 
market at a time. 

Strange to say, the supply of large fish appears to be almost 
constant at Agadir, $0 miles to the south of this port, where, with a 
scanty population, the glut of fish is so great that, during’ the present 
winter. { have heard of azlimzah being sold at 100 for a peseta, or 10 
for a penny. 

Fish, especially tasergelt, are roughly dried and salted at Agadir, 
and sent into the interior. 

The takes of sardines, in the two ground seines worked in our bay, 
have been small and fitful. [have noticed that when shoals of sardines 
are frequent in the bay, there are no voracious migratory fish outside. 
The sardine fishery was very productive previous to 1887, but in that 
year and 155%, the delicate little clupeids were generally conspicuous 
by their absence; the shoals, often seen far outside, being met and 
broken up by the hordes of savage tasergelt, albicore, azlimzah, and 
bonito. 

Anchovies were also seldom met with in the bay, though occasionally 
see of these dainties outside caused grand “rises” of tasergelt and 

ass. 

The less cxteemed sand-smelts were generally plentiful. 

Nu mackerel were caught, being probably kept away by the larger 
and fiercer migrants. 

The variety of bonito, called by the native fishermen * taliusdomt,” 
again appeared in autumn, feeding on shoals of tiny fry, and defying, 
as usual, all attempts to capture it with any kind of bait. 

Soles aud turbot were, as usual, caught mostly at night in nets, but 
sometimes in the day-time by spearing. 

Skate, thornback, and other rays, caught either in nets or on lines, 
are always thrown away, not being eaten by the natives, so that a 
great deal of palatable and nutritious food is wasted. 

The ordinary hook and line fish, taken from rocks and boats, 
included fair supplies of conger, mureena (Murena LHelena), bass, grey 
mullct, “red stump-nose,” and varieties of the pagrus, pagellus, sargus, 
and cantharus families. 

Red ullet. were sadly conspicuous by their absence, only a few 
small fry of these most estimable fish, the “ woorlcock of the sea,” being 
occasionally enclosed in the sardine nets. 

At Saffi there were some large takes of tasergeli in the autumn, and 
a great abundance of azlimzah Jater on. 

From Mazagan, tasergelt were also reported, but I have not been 
informed of their appearance higher up the coast. 
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Here, anchovies were often caughtin great abundance, aiso aziimzah 
and other large fish. 

A system of fish-capture (for it can scarcely be called fishing), much 
in vogue at Mazagan and Casablanca, is that of stone “ pesqueras,” 
roughly bus walls or inclosures along the flat rocky coast, or half- 
submerged dams at the entrance of creeks, or natural rock-pools, 
wherein numbers of fish are found Jeft by the receding tide, similar, 
probably, to those alluded to by Calaban in “ ‘Lhe ‘Tempest,’ when he 
says * No more dams I'll make for fish.” 

At Casablanca (or Dar-al-baida) there were great takes of azlimzah Casablanca, 
at the close of the year and in the beginning of 1889, the shoals of 
these large fish apparently pursuing a northward migration. 

The mackerel fishery at Casablanca is generally very productive, 
especially in early summer. 


AGRICULTURAL Prospects. 


Good rains having again fallen in this district during the winter- Good rein-fall 
season of 1885-89, the present. year may again be expecied to be fairly 
prosperous from the agricultural point of view. 


Annex A.—Rerern of all Shipping at the Port of Mogador in the 
; Year 1888. 
































ESTeRep. 
—— 
Steam. Sailing. Total. 
Nationality. 1 fr 
Number of Number of 5 Number of 
Vessels, Tons. Vessels. Tons Vessels. Tons. 
———____,.— —<——— ss —-|—-. ey 
British athe Gest 22 15,432 3 403 25 15,835 
Moorish... ae es ane eee aba ais ile 
French ace bas 46 34,359 wus 7 34,359 
Spanish... ons 12 15,126 4 530 16 15,656 
German __... sae ace sae 2 342 2 342 
Swedish-Norwegian -_ _ 2 193 2 102 
Danish nee 2 one es 1 113 1 113 
Portuguese... -_ sas ' 1 60 1 60 
Total... 80 61917 | 33 1,641 93 66,553 
» for the year, | 
preceding... 67 48,847 16 2,691 83 51,538 
ree necr cman nenaseneeraeeemeen ened ee renner Pore nena renee 






































| Sailing. | Total. 
1 
Nationality. | — 7 
Nainber of Number of Number of 
Vessels. Tons. | Vessels. Tons. Vessele. Tonz, 
British =. wf 2 1,641; 1 ia] 4,795 
Moorish 0. ]L. ieee are : . sire 
French ae 46 34,359 | 3 a 46 34,359 
Spanish ose _ 12 15,126 4 530 16 15,656 
German ..g ae abe ae 2 342 2 "312 
Swedish- Norwegian ooo . 2 193 2 193 
Danxish 7 wee eee ee 1 113 1 113 
Portuguese... ase ose vee 1 60 1 60 
Total... wf 79 64,126 Ti 1,392 20 65,518 
s, forthe year 
preceding... 69 50,435 14 1,572 §3 52,007 


reno rn a Aer eee renee a rerrreeenee 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





12 MOROCCO. 


Annex B,—Rerory of the Principal Articles of Export from Mogador 
during the Years 1887-88. 




















18Ss. 1887. 
Articles. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. 
£ 
Almonds... ase oes wee) TONS wes 1,038 42,558 793} 
Heans ise ate ie ow! Quarters ... 13,075 13,728 2,723 
Beeswax... 00 wee eee wee! TOMS eee 1203 10,242 75 
Citroms sn ae wee wee ogg ate 38 961 152 | 3,000 
Cummmin seed o.oo aid 2B 70S In Sun‘dries. 
Deals we ae eee eet Phanks 745 149 ae if 
Goatsking 2.00 a. 0 eee wees Dozen ..| 45,220 30,079 73,754 49,172 
Gum (Brown). ae we Toms 1163 11,650 100 10,000 
w» (Sandrac) a. edgy eect 181 14,480 213 14,910 
» (Senegal) 2... ase wf “ veal 73 11,680 In Sun dries. 
Hides one one one = $3 340 17 
Maize an , Gee ote Quarters.) 7,262 6,S73 4.324 4,224 
OM (Olive) 2 eae -+| Tons, | 604} 15,330 924 27,720 
Peas... eee Se ae a uate oes 336 359 sat ue 
Sesame seed sed : “S Tons tae 31k 500 28} 776 
Sundries... 00 ae a aes ae 3,379 wie 4,652 
Wools ssh. sieges ° Ste aad’ yy sad 13 GEO 9} 555 
Specie see wai ae " eee ase 6,924 ste 18,038 
Total... aoe - | Sea: 174.592 cae 179,731 





Annex B (continued).—Return of the Principal Articles of Import to 
Mogador during the Years 1$87-S8. 


























1888. 1887. 
Articles. i 
Quantity. ; Value. Quantity. Value. 
i £ £ 

Amber beads ooo awe wee Strings au. 600 1,200 600 1,200 
Bagging =... on aee eee, Barges ef — 46,500 700 51,050 780 
Beer... de te aa ie of Dozens... 1,300 455 1,283 515 
Brass plates wie jes .-| Tons wae 6 600 293 2,360 
Candles... ase, nee wee] Packets...) 73,900 1,464 60,000 1,204 
Cloth... St See nee | Bales wes 35 1,750 150 7,000 
Coffee a ee ede coef OWES. cee 196 784 181 736 
Cochineal ... one woe coef ge eee 53 385 102 714 
Confectionery aa ade ee ey, sie 34 680 173 356 
Cotton manufactures... eof Pieces  ..., 432,000 107,800 345,956 79,560 
we TAW ee ae CWE. oe 160 "380 326 1,142 
Deals... é dias ae ea) Balk es 200 40 13,610 2,728 
Earthenware a eee] Crates... 81 648 Wi §03 
Empty casks and barrels. + eae] TONS eae aii 1,110 310 §50 
Glassware ... wae «| Cwts. aa 485 4$2 1,360 1,635 
Hardware... i cee --| Cases. 170 2,010 213 2,556 
Hides diet” wees - caus .-| Tons ses 101 §,395 95? 5,745 
Iron, Swedish see? fase, deal!) igs ry 232 2,178 333 3,718 
Matches... eee sod «| Gross wwe 3,100 310 2,850 450 

Provisions ... os anes wef CaseS wu. 110 440 In Sun{dries. 

Silk, raw... sae --| Cwts. —...! 43 1,960 In Sunjries. 
Silks, manuf factured a ol ay Ses 57 1,140 69 1,380 
Spices . sec cael! Sy aes 205 851 559 2,405 

8 pepper es oa sesh 55 a 157 628 In Spjices. 
Stationery . oe wee = wee ROMS. 5,984 575 5,000 390 
Steel ... 98 See or | Cwts. Fr 612 306 1,400 700 
Spirits coe eee aoe wee Gallons | 16,510 1,641 12,980 { 1,298 
Suyar, loaf ... wes: idee .- | Tons aes $39 22,316 959 24,934 
Sundries... eae eee ‘aus wes se 5,224 oe 17,619 
Tea ce nee nee eee oe] LBS «| 230,250 15,350 236,320 15,755 
Tituscrn rs sae see «of Cwts. eal 16 s0 100 500 
Woollens... abs bas -.| Yards... 4,900 275 19,200 980 
Specie eit ~ “aed - Sha eas wee 17,912 Ses 2,383 
Total ... Sue eae aus ove 197,259 aa 182,481 
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Annex 0.—Tasir showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from and Imported to Mogador from and to Foreign Countries 
during the Years 1887 and 1888. 




















Exports. Imports. 
Countries. 

1888. 1887. 1888. 1887. 

£ £ £ £ 
Great Britain and Col ‘ies --| 119,538 99,707 | 159,166 137,959 

Gibraltar .. me ae 4,804 Si ss - 

Morocco coast... ag we 4,910 11,556 8,510 a 
France... se Sa ~.] 43,332 64,052 23,999 27,465 
Germany .. se es a aia Ae 2990 5,365 

Portugal .. Fr ss fs es 903 7 - 
Spain aa _ we oa 2,008 3,297 2,594 2,027 
Sweden... s9 ee 28 Se os Se 2,223 
United States .. .. wf 216 6 7,442 
Total ive oe -.} 174,592 179,731 197,259 182,481 

SaFFI. 


Mr. Vice-Consul [unot reports as follows :— 

It will be observed from the accompanying tabular returns that the General trade 
trade aud shipping at this port during the year under review have been satisfactory. 
on the whcele satisfactory. 

The exports show an augmentation in value of 38,125/., whilst the Exports. 
total imports amount to within 2,000Z. of last year’s. 

The aggregate value of the exports was 130,8617., of which 116,S64/. 
went to Great Britain, the remainder to France and Portugal. 

The imports amounted to 57,097/. of which Great Britain contributed 
more than half. 

Shipments to Great Britain represent an increase of 45,343/. over 
those of 1887, principally noticeable in the item of beans, of which Beans. 
84,821 quarters were shipped, against 22,370 in the preceding year. 

No wool was exported to France, the shipment of this staple to Wool. 
Great Britain is valued at 14,6192. 

- The principal articles imported were cotton manufactures, loaf- Chief imports 
sugar, iron, and tea; and those exported were beans, maize, pease, and exports. 
wool, olive oil, gum, almonds, beeswax, goat skins, and goats’ hair. 

The returns show an increase of 14,109 tons of shipping entered, Shipping. 
and of 10,598 cleared. 

The aggregate tonnage amounted to 76,955 tons entered, and 
72,496 cleared. 

The crops growing promise great abundance. The farmers find it Agriculture. 
to their interest to grow beans, pease, and maize in preference to 
wheat and barley. 

The former three, although heavily weighted with an export-duty 
of 8s. per quarter, find a ready market at the ports; while the crops of 
wheat and barley can only be sold in small quantities for the consump- 
tion of the country, generally at unremunerative rates, especially when 
the harvest is abundant. ; 

The fact of this port alone shipping 108,000 quarters of cereals in 
one year, demonstrates the capabilities of the country as a grain- 
growing one, and its value to Europe were agriculture carried on under 
more encouraging circumstances. 
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Pilgrims. About 300 Mecca pilgrims embarked at this port for Alexandria 
during the year, and a number of others from this district embarked 
at other ports. ‘lhose who sailed from Saffi were conveyed in French 
steamers. 


Return of all Shipping at the Port of Safi in the Year 1888. 


















































ENTERED. 
Sailing. Steam. Total. 
Nationality, nae incite 
Number of . Number o Nuniber o 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British Sie 4} 5,770 46 35,736 $7 41,506 
Danish 10 3,528 one oa 10 1,523 
French ees 1 12 35 26,992 36 27,104 
German... Sed 53 1,414 -- wae 1 3,414 
Netherlands esa 1 na one we 1 Wz 
Norwegian... 27 3,722 2 624 29 4,346 
Portuguese... 2 160 2 639 | 4 859 
Spanish =... 1 8! ose den 1 8 
Total aoe eee 93 12,804 SS 63,051 179 76,955 
x» forthe year 
preceding... $2 11,503 61 51,335 | 143 62,546 


cp PS SS SSS SSS 












































CLEARED. 
Sailing. Steam. Total. 
Nationality. . 
Number 0 Number of Number of 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons, 
British... 4 34,771 76 33,993 
Danish aoe sae 5 S54 
. French... 35 26 “92 36 27,104 
German ioe ase 8 1,089 
Netherlands ee sen 1 117 
Norweyian ... 1 332 25 3,599 
Portuguese... 7 699 4 859 
Spanish... oe _ 1 8} 
Total... 722 §2 | 62,774 156 72,496 
» forthe year, 
preceding...| 75 10,560 61 51,333 136 61,893 


ee ore 2 emanate nee cna oer en sa ee are ag ep ne ae on arene 


Retcrn of the Principal Articles of Export from Saffi in the Years 

















1888-$7. 
a ace 
1868. 1887. 
Articles. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

a £ saat 

Almonds eee oar «| Cwts.... 0 o 619 1,006 1,700 4,080 

Beans ... an Sie Quarters. $4,821 84,000 22,370 25,707 

Leeswax ze eae «| Cwts. ... oes 530 2,120 VW 385 

Cuimtmin seed ... oe ods 19 ese vee 397 317 638 504 

Gum . aes oe ee da: ten oo 2383 1,152 1,130 4,520 

Goatskins... . Pe Preys oe 1,495 3,185 2,400 7,000 

Goats’ hnir oe, ee nae gy wee nee 400 700 260 400 

Maize ee ove see ---f Quarters See 21,048 16,390 30,050 27,000 

Olive oi} . . oof Tuns ... ose 44 1,200 170 4,420 

Vense ... aoe ones weet, Qurartera nu. 2,915 4,372 4,000 6,000 

Wool (washed ) Cwrts.... eee 4,873 14,619 4,510 12,030 

Sundries se ove 500 500 . 600 

Total... eae See hee 130,861 ihe 92,646 
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Retorn of the Principal Articles of Import to Saffi during the Years 











1888-87. 
1888, 1887. 
Articles. ! 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

z & 
Buffalohides... ... ..{ Cwts... 9 « 72 lit §3 250 
Cloth 14.0 se one | Pieces... oe 199 3,184 aes 2,080 
Candles deh a iss wf Cw... oe 260 620 338 1,014 
Cotton manufactures wf Bales... on! 866 21,420 919 23,147 
Coffee ... ate ee wo) Cwls.... aoe 92 330 150 750 
Tron (bar and scrap)... --| Tons ... sas 160 1,200 314 2 300 

Iron (Swedish) an one Spc tess, “aes 100 $00 ses be 
Deals ... “ee as ...| Number sae 4,396 780 6,000 1,200 
Spices... memes (i *)) 7 Peres 1S 40 95 300 
Sugar (Loaf) ... oes es eas eee was 21,864 23,050 21,546 21,000 

Sugar (Raw) ... os sks ere vr 100 $0 Sa hea 
Ton ce cee nnn wef LBS. ce eel = 22,835 1,800 35,061 2,006 
Sundries axe es ee aoe . $30 es 2,050 
Total 2.00 ose ave ab §5,278 sia 57,097 





TanLe showing the Total Value of all Articles Experted from Saffi and 
Imported to Saffi from and to Foreign Countries during the Years 





























LS8S-S7. 
Exports. Imports. 
Country. ae pe 
1888. 1$$7. 1888. 1887. 
oo £ £ £ £ 
Great Britain .. es 136,864 71,521 26,957 33,555 
France... wwe 11,073 13,700 6,921 5,032 
Germany a a3 + =i 5,280 4,500 
Belgium ins wd oe - 8,910 11,000 
Sweden .. ae oa a's a 1,580 1,200 
Holland. . Bs i ws ae 3,630 1,800 
Portugal Be ee 2,924 7,425 we 
Total .. ate 130,861 92,646 55,278 57,097 
MazaGan. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Redman reports as follows :— 

It is satisfactory to be able to record the improvement in trade Trade in 
this year, both in exports and imports. general. 

The chief feature to be observed in this year’s returns is the Trade with 
increased value of imports from and exports to Great Britain, Great Britain. 
attributable principally to the good harvest and the large amount 
of grain shipped to England. 

‘The iotal value of imports for the year was 233.9512 of which Tmports) 
148,765. came from Great DBrifain, 29,5462 from France, and the generally. 
remainder from Spain and Portugal. 

The importation from England consisted chiefly of cotton goods, From Great 
tea, woollen cloth, iron, spices, tin plates, hardware, and sundries. Britain. 

We received from France, candles, loaf-sugar, coffee, glassware, prom Franco. 
matches, and some miscellaneous articles. Spatniand 

Only specie appears as coming from Spain and Portugal. Portugal. 
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The importation of cotton manufactured goods shows a large 
increase this year; this improvement in the demand is solely caused 
by the good harvest. 

The quantity of loaf sugar imported amounts to 11,394 cwts.; of 
which 2,256 ewts. came from England, and 9,138 cwts. from France, the 
former being mostly of Belgian and German manufacture. 

The quality of the sugar from France still holds its position in our 
market, being preferred by native buyers to that of other origins. 

The amount of tea was 608 boxes, against 788 boxes in 1887. 

The total value of exports was 208,450/.; of which 102,292/. were 
to England, 25,698/. to Spain, and 5,940. to Portugal. 

Exports to Great Britain were chiefly maize, beans, garbanzos 
(chick-peas), wax, washed wool, and sundries. 

To France were sent washed wool, wax, maize, garbanzos, goat 
skins, henna, and sundries. 

Maize, beans, and chick-peas went to Spain and Portugal. 

The exportation of almonds shows but slight variation from that 
of the previous year, being 2,929 cwts., against 3,043 cwts. in 1887. 

Wool shipments show this year a falling off, the quantity being 
about a third less than in 1887; this deficiency is attributable to the 
mortality which occurred among sheep in the previous year. ‘ 

The annexed returns of shipping show an increase both in the 
number of sailing vessels and steamers. The total amount of tonnage 
for the year was 100,978 tons, against 78,121 tons of the previous 
year, of which 34,697 tons figure as British tonnage. 

In addition to the regular lines of steamers of the Mersey Steam- 
ship Comvany of London, and N. Paquet et Cie of Marseilles, numbers 
of British Steamers were chartered to convey grain cargoes to the 
Tnited Kingdom. 

There is a noticeable increase in Spanish tonnage, caused by the 
new line of steamers now visiting this port for trading purposes, a 
steamer of 1,600 tons calling here on its voyages monthly to 
Fernando Po and Cadiz. 

In consequence of the increased demand for tonnage, to load grain 
cargoes, freights rose rapidly from 2s. 6d. to 5s. per quarter for sailing 
vessels, and chartered steamers being 2s. Gd. and 3s. by the regular 
liners. 

Lhe bxchange for Spanish and French dollars remained unchanged 
throughout the year at 125 skéat, or 5 pesetas of 25 skéat each, per 
dollar. . ; 

The copious rains which fell in November and December 1887, and 
which were followed by favourable spring weather for the maturing of 
the crops, produced a good harvest of cereals; and the following prices 
may be quoted as their average value during the year: wheat lds., 
barley 10s., beans 13s., maize 10s., garbanzos (or chick-peas) 24s. per 
English quarter. - 

From 600 to 800 Moorish pilgrims are annually embarked at this 
port for Alexandria at 40s. to 50s. per head passage money. 

This traffic varies in numbers with the good or bad grain crops. 

The extention of the British Postal Courier Service this year to 
Mazagan has been, by its system and good organisation, a great boon 
to commerce and the public at this port. 
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Annex A.—Rertorn of all Shipping at the Port of Mazagan in the 



































Year 1888. 
“ENTERED. 
Sailing. | Steam. Total. 

Nationality. ‘ Ee scacenibar 

Number o Number o Sumber 0 
‘| Vessels. Tons Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British oo... 36 5,190 47 29,507 §3 34,697 
French ane es 1 133 50 35,825 4l 35,958 
Spanish... ees 79 6,600 26 20,876 105 27,476 
Portuguese... 9 1,116 ais aa 9 1,116 
Norwegian... ste 8 1,026 wae aes 8 1,026 
Gerinan... aa 3 362 ‘ee ies 3 362 
Russian... ase 1 220 sue 1 220 
Danish =... 1 123 a ‘ 1 123 
Total =... ded 133 14,770 123 86,208 261 300,978 

+, forthe year 

preceding... aa eis eae or 204 78,121 


a a 















































CLEARED. 
Sailing. Steam. Total. 
Nationality. és ; waahiencr ; 
Number 0: Number o i Number 0: 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British ee os 35 5,928 37 29,507 82 34,535 
French ne oes i 133 50 35,825 51 35,958 
Spanish... eee 79 6,600 26 20,876 105 27,476 
Portuguese... vee 9 1,116 aoe ou 9 H 1,116 
Norwegian... 8 1,026 aes ae 8 1,026 
German... tee 3 262 ase sas 1 362 
Russian... Ae 1 220 sae one 1 220 
Danish aes Ae 1 123 oie sae 1 123 
Total—sa.. ae 137 14,608 123 §6,208 260 100,816” 
» forthe year 
preceding... _ ove ore ove 204 78,121 





Annex* B.—Rerurn of Principal Articles of Export from Mazagan 
during the Years 1888-87. 























| 1888. 1887. 
Articles. ! SS 
| Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
ca a a as ‘£ £ 
Almonds fe sen soot Cwts. ... eee 2,929 7,322 3,043 6,057 
Beans... a ie ee! Quarters... 57,071 59,876 10,993 10,903 
Garbanzos aay ° Uees a5 we) = 37,277 58,043, 20,651 57,295 
Goatsking «4. wee wee] DOZEN. wee 1,800 1,867 5,500 5,500 
Maize ... see oa oe, Quarters ...| 61,078 55,229 47,542 38,537 
Wool, washed...  ... cee OWES. cee one 2,883 10,811 3,803 13,558 
Wool, greasy ... eee ooo 9 oe eee 896 1,568 2,728 5,414 
WOK ck ase “lete. ceat yy Shean He 624 2.057 136 784 
Other articles... ooo eee: eae oe 11,677 ies 25,364 
Total... ase ane -<t nee 208,450 soe 164,212 


Cee ooo 
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Return of Principal Articles of Import to Mazagan during the Years 























1888-87. 
{ 
1888. 1887. 
Articles. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
£ eae z 

Cotton goods ... Bales ... 1,363 108,960 865 69,200 
Candles Cwts, ... 397 911 409 946 
Iron... i 7 205 57} 237 
Sugar, loaf 2 11,394 14,812 34,122 16,945 
Tea an Boxes 608 3,025 783 3,940 
Tin plates... ce 266 279 312 327 
Woollen cloth... Bales 86 §,600 59 5,900 
Specie ... ass { Pee 81,756 66,686 
Other articles... \ ‘ 15,203 19,153 
Totalics. av ke case | 233,951 183,33% 





Annex C.—Tanre showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from Mazagan and Imported to Mazagan from and to Foreign 


Countries during the Years 1888-37. 





























Exports. Imports. 
Country. 
1888. 1887. 1888. 1887 
= >> es £ £& oe i £ tai ~£ 
Great Britain .. 102,292 46,555 148,765 92,451 
France .. wa fis 25,698 40,320 29,547 32,212 
Spain .. * “s 74,520 72,671 53,739 56,151 
Portugal ; 5,940 4,066 1,900 2,520 
Total ai “ 208,450 164,212 233,951 183,334 





Daracsarpa (Casablanca). 


Mr. Vice-Consul Hunter reports as follows :— 


Trade in 
general. 


The trade during the past year denotes a marked improvement in 
nearly all branches, and if the weather which we have been favoured 


with in the winter months continues during tbe spring, the coming 


season will show a large increase in the volume of business that is 


carried on at this rising port, which by its position is 


so eminently 


situated, both as the outlet of procuce and inlet of commodities for a 


large district. 


Trade 
statistics, 


It is noteworthy that although the returns show the origin and 
destination of the merchandise, the greater part of the trade here 


with foreign countries, as well as with the United Kingdom, is at 
present in the hands of British merchants, thus showing av enterprising 
spirit on their part in looking for the most suitable markets. 


Imports. 


It will be seen that import business has been actively maintained, 


Great Britain. and it is most satisfactory to note that England continues to hold the 
leading place in the returns, the principal articles being, as usual, 
manufactured coifon goods, and tea, although, during the past year, 
there has been increased importation of hardware, iron, and candles. 


France . nN 
is. as usual, the chief item. 
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Importation from Germany has decreased upon the value of the Germany. 
former year; the most noticeable features being the entire absence of 
sugar, which for some years has been an important item, and hardware, 
which this year only appears for 722/., against 1,230/. in 1887. Cloth 
continues to be brought almost exclusively from Germany, and forms 
the principal article in the returns, while a small increase is noted in 
candles and glassware. 

With Belgium the trade has again been confined to sugar, but a Belgium. 
considerable increase will be noticed in the quantity brought. 

The increased shipping facilities with Spain are opening up some Spain. 
business here in imports, of which the principal items are cotion goods, 
wines, and spirits. The manufactured goods were brought from 
Barcelona, but I understand the first trials have not been found successful, 
as the style and ciass of goods were not adapted for these markets. 

But little trade has been recorded with Italy, the returns only Italy. 
showing 297/. against 2,2742. last year. 

The export trade has improved considerably during the past year, Export. 
having reached a total of 269,366/., against 222,S962. in 1887, the cause 
of the increase being the abundant crops; a considerable surplus of 
grain remains in stock for shipment, which will help to increase the 
statistics for the current year. 

Attention should be drawn to the very small shipments of goat Goat skins. 
skins during the past year. The business has been a very unsatis- 
factory one for those engaged in it, which accounts for the decline in 
the trade, and it only remains for our merchants and dealers to under- 
stand that to carry on a business they must compete with other 
producing countries. 

In the other articles there is nothing to call for special comment, Coriander 
except the unusually large shipments of cvriander seed, which proved seed. 
a good business, I understand, for those who dealt in it, and which 
tends to show that this country can produce crops which are readily 
disposed of; and the pity is that the enterprise which would gladly 
undertake the raising of crops other than the usual current articles 
which regularly appear, and which are the only things thought of by 
the natives who have the monopoly of the agricultural clement, should 
not have iacilities by which this almost closed up country could be 
opened up, and other valuable products, such as cotion, coffee, tea, silk, Undeveloped 
and an increased production of olive oil, almonds, &c., be added to the products. 
list of what is annually exported. 

The shipments to the United Kingdom amount to 94,0212 out of British. 
the total of 269,366/, showing that we have taken a larger proportion 
than during the previous years ; the principal articles being maize and 
beans, while coriander seed, fenugreek seed, and washed wool rank well 
in proportion to the quantities shipped. 

France, as in former years, has taken the largest value of produce French. 
and shows shipments to the extent of 101,9902, comprising woul in 
grease, pease, maize, beans, coriander sced, fenugreek seed, and goat 
skins. 

Germany appears this year for a considerable increase in value of German. 
shipments, beans, beeswax, and wool being the principal articles. 

The shipment of goat skins to the United States only amounted to American. 
1,4072. against 2,7241 in 1887, and, by what I can learn, this decline is 
owing to the skins not having given the satisfactory results that the 
earlier shipments implied. Perhaps now, with decline in value here 
consequent upon the depressed state of the European markets for the 
article, some orders may be repeated. 

Spain and Portugal figure as usual for grain, and to Italy the 1o other 
principal item is washed wool. countries, 
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The shipping returns show that during the year 240 vessels, repre- 
senting 110,808 tons register, entered this port against 180 with 79,923 
tons in the previous year. And the most noticeable feature is the 
increase in the number of steamships employed in the grain trade, 
which was formerly carried on almost entirely by sailing vessels. __ 

There is no change to report in the regular lines that visit this 
coast, which continue to be the Mersey Steamship Company from 
Londun, the Paquet line from Marseilles, and the Compania Trasatlantica 
Hspaifiola (under mail contract) from Barcelona and Spanish ports. 

With the increasing number of vessels that visit this coast, besides 
those which are constantly passing to and fro on voyages to more dis- 
tant. places, I think the matter of guiding lights is one of such 
universal interest, and more especially so to those connected with 
shipping and marine insurance, that I may be allowed to draw attention 
to the fact that not a lighthouse exists on the African Coast between 
Cape Spartel and the Senegal. 

There is a shipwreck to chronicle, the first that has happened in 
this bay for nearly four years. The French barque “ Myrte,” of 272 tons 
register, which had part of her cargo of beans on board destined for 
Dunkirk, broke away from her anchors, on December 23, during a strong 
gale from the North-west, and became a total wreck. Fortunately, 
there was no loss of life, as the Master of the French vessel, fearing 
what would happen, had hoisted signals of distress the day before, 
which were seen by Captain Davies of the British steamship ** Marbella,” 
who proceeded at once to render assistance, and by skilful handling of 
his vessel was able to successfully accomplish the rescue of the crew. 

It is almost incredible that a port (so called) with upwards of 
100,000 tons register entering annually, should be dependent for 
despatch of vessels upon a Moorish Government monopoly of eight 
lighters (when they are all in good repair and fit for work) for which 
no accommodation whatever is provided. The lighters lie upon the 
open beach where the sea often washes up to the wall of the town and 
breaks them up, thus frequently entailing great delay and pecuniary 
loss to the vessels that visit this port. 

A breakwater, or mole, would be a simple arrangement to meet the 
requirements of the case, and besides providing a harbuur for the 
lighters, could be adapted by use of a crane to increase the facilities 
for discharging and shipping heavy cargo. 

At present the greatest delays take place in discharging import 
cargo, as many bales come of such an unwieldly size as to occupy much 
time in handling them. 

I am confident that shipowners, and, in fact, any one interested, 
would gladly pay any reasonable charge that would be levied for the 
benefits they would receive by improved facilities that would help 
trade and increase despatch. 

The renewal lately, by the Sultan, of the concession for coastwise 
shipments of wheat and barley for five months, is a measure which will 
bring great benefits both to this district where the grains in question 
were hardly saleable owing to abundance, and to Tangier and Tetuan, 
where, through scarcity, prices were almost ranging at famine rates. 

Large quantities have already been shipped, so no doubt the benefit 
has been attained by the unfortunate people in those districts to whom 
food at reasonable prices means everything 

ln public works there is absolutely nothing to report. The Sultan 
lately sent down some surveyors for the purpose of making a report ‘as 
to what could be done towards supplying custom house warehouses 
and accommodation for the export trade, which is so much required at 
this port, which if carried out in the manner that the surveyors appeared 
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to deal with the matter, would be a great boon to the commercial com- 

munity of the place, but some months having now elapsed and nothing 

more heard of it, it would seem as if the matter has returned to the 

usual status quo. However, with respect to this subject, it appears to 

me right to mention that during the past year, owing to the want of 

custom house accommodation, the merchants were compclle1 to place 

their cargo for shipment in the public streets that lead to the water- 

port, and it happened that an accident did occur through the falling of Accidents. 
a pile of sacks of grain which caused the death of an unfortunate Jew 

who was passing at the time, and severely injured another. 

I only refer to roads to call attention to the entire absence of any- Roads. 
thing of the kind throughout the country. In years, with abundant 
harvests, the supply of camels is utterly inadequate for the convey- 
ance of grain to the shipping ports, and, in fact, the freight is so high 
as to practically exclude produce from districts which are not in close 
proximity to the sea-board. 

If roads could be made and conveyances introduced a practically 
new field for commerce wonld be opened out to the increase of the 
importance of the trade of the country, and to the great benefit of 
the unutilised districts and the people who live there. 

Many merchants, and especially British subjects, have this year Warehouse 
been compelled to curtail their business through insufficiency of ware- a¢ccommoda- 
house accommodation wherein to deposit their merchandise while #- 
awaiting vessels in which to embark it, also for the forage of imports 
for purposes of sale. The present system of the Moorish authorities 
appears to be neither to build themselves nor to allow sites for 
merchants who would erect premises at their own expense. 

‘The same applies to dwelling houses, and at present not only have Dwelling 
rents risen to an exorbitant figure for the country, but any new comer houses. 
would find it almost impossible to find a house upou any terms. 

Both the British and Spanish postal services are working in a Postal. 
satisfactory manner, and we have now fivetregular mails every week 
to Tangier, doing the overland journey in about three days and a half, 
which, with the telegraph at Tangier, brings us in fairly near connection 
with the civilised world. 

During the past year there were very few pilgrims who made the Pilgrim 
journey to Mecca from this port—according to information which I traffic. 
have obtained, not more than 250. The passage monev to Alexandria 
was at 50 fr, but the pilgrims always prefer if they can obtain 
through tickets to Jeddah paying such additional fare as may be 
arranged. 

The time for embarking this year will be about the latter end of 
June, which insures arrival of the pilgrims at Mecca for the Mahom- 
medan feast of “Ide el Kebir,” which is the day for presenting 
themselves at the holy city, from whence they return dubbed with the 
title of “ Hadj.” 

In conclusion, a few words must be added about the protection protection. 
question which, owing to the falling through of the Conference referred 
to in last year’s report, remains in statu quo, and the same 
difficulties, so often referred to as detrimental to proper extension of 
commerce, still continue. 

The county governors always view with jealousy any native who 
enters into business relations with Europeans, and, in fact, the 
obstacles presented are carried to such an extent that tho “ free 
trading” allowed by treaty is so, only in name. 

As I have mentioned before, it is not to avoid the payment of just 
taxes and contributions, which are naturally due for Government 
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purposes, that the natives seck protection—as the majority of them are 
thoroughly business-like in their dealings, and well disposed and able 
to pay what is right—but it is the tyranny of their Caids towards those 
in their power, and the seizure by them of men who are marked as 
rich, and without any one to whom they can appeal, that causes the 
distrust and fear to do anything that would bring them under the 
notice of their authorities. 

When this difficult point is equitably arranged, we may look for a 
real advance in the prosperity of the country. 


Return of all Shipping at the Port of Daralbaida in the Year 1888. 



























































ENTERED. 
Sailing. Steam. Total. 

Nationality. . ; sean «| ——y waco 

Number 0 Number o Number 0: 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British koe 19 2,288 62 35,921 81 { 38,154 
Danish wee ve 1 lll _ ae 1 iW 
French 5 1,273 76 44,057 $l 45,330 
Germzen 8 99 can one 8 991 
Norwegian ... 4 494 2 5S6 6 1,076 
Portuguese ... . 20 2,272 eve ose 20 2,272 
Spanish =... wai 18 1,734 25 20,640 43 22,374 
Total ee oss 75 9,104 165 10},204 240 110,308 

1, for the year . : 
preceding... 78 8,837 102 71,086 180 79,923 
CLEARED. 
| 
Sailing. Steam. H Total. 
Nationality. SS chek eer | wn f] 

Number o Number o Number 0 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons | Vessels. Tons. 
Britis nee ee 44 ot 53 34,309 H 36,542 
Anish wes ae ae eee M11 
ok ans ses : ae 75 43,283 ye 44,289 
erman iat eon ar eee 9y1 
Norwegian ... acs 4 490 2 586 6 1,076 
Portuguese ... aoe 19 2,102 Sex Bi 19 2,102 
. Spanish wat 18 1,734 25 20,640 43 22,374 
Total a aus 73 8,662 160 95,823 233 107,485 

+ for the year 

preceding... §2 | 9,626 102 71,086 184 80,712 








Return of Principal Articles of Export from Daralbaida during the 


Years 1888~87. 























1888. 
Articles. 
Quantity. Value. 
£ 

Beans ... on ose «| Qrs. . 71,542 78,693 
Beeswax tee ee .| Cwts. . 533 2,665 
Coriander seed ave ” 5,411 2,705 
Fenugreck ,, ” 10,524 3, 156 
Goat skins ” 1,596 3,989 
Lentils... ove weet Qs. o 2,621 4,412 
Maize ... eis eis oor] 99 toe 74,687 67,129 
Pease .. a ; ” . 21,351 37,365 
Weol (in grease) ~.| Cwts. 7 24,11u 53,041 
yy Cwashed) o ” 1,863 5,589 
Specie ... sé . “ ee 4,420 
Other articles ° soe one 6,202 
Total... ioe oe see 269,366 





1887. 
Quantity, Value. 
£ 

6,552 7,862 
582 2,910 
926 584 
1,383 415 
4,644 13,932 
326 652 
71,921 71,921 
8,542 17,084 
29,833 65.635 
1,616 | 5,267 
Sie 28,148 
ave 8,486 
sa 222,896 


: 


Nee nn a ae 
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Return of Principal Articles of Import to Daralbaida during the 
Years 1888~87. 























1888. 1887. 
Articles, 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
£ £ 
Candles aes re oo] Carts. dad 1,893 4,732 1,597 3,992 
Cloth ... «af Pieces eee G10 3,10) 520 2,550 
Cotton manufactures wd Bales see 1,446 | 124,190 1,25% 93,955 
Glass ware 1.000 «eo | Packages ... 230 | 2.343 209 1,633 
Hardware 0.00 eae 887 4,733 415 2,075 
Iron... eee ane Corts. ise 4,829 1,923 1,813 780 
Silk manufactures |... . | Packages ... $i 2,093 10% 2,625 
Suyar crennen), se wert Cwts, ues 32,343 42,035 31,540 37,848 
ae te wee anef Cases a, 2 §36 LL,3tt 2713 10,832 
veci¢ ae Mee 33, Lil 16.7 
Other countries see 16,767 14,563 
eT ee! ( OL 286,434 . | 192,683 
{ 


an Reg i ESE SE PS SC SOD IP IE STE AS ESE SOTO EESTI LED LR, 


Taste showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported from and 
Imported to Daralbaida from and to Foreign Countries during the 
Years 1888-87. 


eee ne er rer A SS SS 





























Exports. Imports. 
Country. ee 
1888. 1887. 1888. 1887. 
_& £ £ £& 
Great Britain .. ee 94,021 61,219 165,110 124,207 
France .. ee ee 101,990 92,594 47,782 47,257 
Germany ee es 11,607 4,652 6,366 | 7,728 
Belgium ee ee ae “i 6,167 | 4,019 
Spain .. oe = 41,113 20,257 10,282 | 2,486 
Portugal : ‘ 17,961 36,565 150 | 4,100 
Italy .. a si 1,267 4,885 297 2,274 
Sweden.. Se oe a Ss ae 612 
United States .. Me 1,407 2,724 vs | ‘ 
Total .. oe wef = 269,366 222,896 236,434 | 192,683 
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